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to become popular, by running violently into all the prejudices of a party, he would meet with a reception from the public very different from what he expected. Party prejudice is not the same thing it was. The malignity of the distemper is worn out; and it must be a singular pleasure to a man who loves his country, to find that those two odious distinctions of Whig and Tory, with which we formerly reproached one another, are used no more. All men unplaced, and unpen-sioned, talk and think alike; and we see gentlemen, who were bred up in opposite principles, and, though in other respects men of honour, had imbibed all the prejudices of their respective parties, now meet and shake hands, and, upon comparing notes, wonder that they had ever differed: and what makes it more extraordinary is, that all this should happen without their being reproached, either by their country, or their particular friends, of changing their principles ; which shows there is something in an honest and an upright conduct, that will carry it through the world, and support it against all the suggestions that calumny can invent.
I will not say, that it is prosperity that has wrought this great change. I am afraid this union of minds is not owing to a universal content of the nation: the causes of it are too well known to need any explanation ; but, be it as it will, it is certain that the cure of any grievances that may fall upon us can come from nothing else but this union. This is not only my opinion; it is certainly the opinion of those whose safety, next to the corruption of the times, depends upon oui- divisions.
When a nation is divided against itself, how great